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Page 17th, line 14th, for we therefore become, read, we are therefore. 
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, b oN a e view of Hamel: NOI: 
tion, nothing affords us a more cemfortable 
relief, than the conſciouſneſs that we are immedi- _. 
ately under the protection of 4 e faithful © creator 3 fm i 
the aſſiſtance of whoſe. wen "ANY 4 our dt Weak 1 1 
e 10 . e Werke dee ginge. | 
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4 8 Gebcdee was: founded the Nuten in 

"this! text; the original [reaſon for which, and the | 
oarticujar purpoſe to Which it was to be applied, =, 
are too familiar to admit of explanation. A common 1 
intereſt in it ariſes from an aſſurance that it's object | „ 
has been ſo remarkably approved of, and rewarded, 1 
by that unerring wiſdom from whence. every good and 
_ perfedt giſt cometh, as muſt ever recommend It. by 5 | 
e merit, to tbe. Human with, 5 «lf 
_— VVV 


— 
= 


e 
* _ 


n 


| 


= 0; CPU AE FIBRE "77 vw.” 
a 0 © -: 
1 


— . w ·˙ w PO tYTIPE 2 x PH 2 G8 Ing, ATE ies EA TC RES oP GERIPIES PB Pb ds 
: 0 e x N — a . a — — — 
: - - * : 
7 » ” n . — 
8 . 
. 
f ; : 
* * 


. 
* 4 


ly, unfold. itſelf. into . variety. of AnkraQien....., 


ag. En 300% 


_ 


TC 
Was this. prayer to be followed, abftractedly, h 
through all it's implications, it would, undoubted- - 
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It inſinuates an humiliating, nd A a mor- 


tifying, opinion of our own frailty; it vindicates 


a gracious deſign preſiding, over the diſpenſations 


of providence; it leads us to the beſt and moſt 


rational dependence; it may alſo ſuggeſt to us 
the expedieney of examining into the propriety, or 
tendency of our ſeveral affections; each of theſe 


is a ſubje ct. which: wt geen dee TT 
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It is, Wrede of % large, and; - 3deed, of 7 


univerſal an extend as equally to adapt itſelf to all 


the conditions, amuſements, or buffneſs of the f 
world. — But the preſent. occaſion will be my apo- 


logy for confining it's application merely to intel 


jectual and religious conſiderations: +: The man of 
God will perceive! his | peculiar reliance u upon it, 
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ee cannot whe: inp | call Yr” . blef- 


ſing of an 1 under ſtanding beart, than when it is im- 


Plered in aid. 'of the moſt ſolemn and — 
2 „„ of 


of all mods: : It can never anſwer ins; -own- of 
fice in a more amiable or beneficial effect than 
when gently. leading our cautious and timid ſteps 
through the wonders of the love of Chrift, which 
paſſeth- knawledge : or when ſupporting us in the 
day of rebuke and blaſphemy ;. wherein real difficulties 
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in faith, or the mere exerciſe, of. - argumentatiye 
Mill, eee fe to eee ile Lu 227% 


It hath pleaſed the great diſpeſer of times and 
ſeaſons, that the lot is fallen unto; us to live in an 
age whieh may challenge the heightened deſerip- 
tion of a prophets in ach "WAY mn it may add 
RE: if e ee 
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late was. never "Jeſs ſcruputius * in its de- 
| Elarations, nor more determined in its meaſures, 
than at preſent. — $0* reſtleſs, that it is conſtantly 
 teazing itſelf in the toils of objection; fo induſ- 
_ "trious, as to pick up the ſpent and pointleſs a ar- 
rows from a vanquiſhed! field. i 


7 © Varepreſſed 15 evidence, - 86 Tm enden 
unſatisfied with fact, it ſtoops to the moſt abject 
compliances ; or is noiſy with the boldeſt clamors 
that will join it's cauſe. So impetuous I in its fury, 
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[T3 - 
ſo earnett in it's Daughter, that it is realy tir ar 
| battle with every weapon, except the fwerd" of the 
ſpirit, which is the word of God. Religion is it's 
devoted enemy, and therefore muft have no mercy. 
It purſues her into the ſtill and peaceful retreats 
of her calmeſt meditations"; it haunts and diftutbs 
her in her rites and *ceremonies, the outward! ex- 
preſſions of a fincere conviction. It mur murs at 
her reſtraints; it quarrels with her precepts; it 
_ 15 e ; OT her ES ” 
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1A Caſpicion "bike natbrally bd formes bar Had. 
muſt be ſomething either extremely fallacious, or 
abſolutely 'miſchiewus,- in the ehriſtian inſlitution; 
to deſerve this treatment: or. that the oppoſers of. 
it had, by the eagerneſs of their conduct, a ſub- 
ſtitution of irreſiſtible benefit to propoſe in ex- 
change for it. Let us attend them a little in theſe. 
pretenſions. Do they engage, in a better manner, 
to inſtruct, or to perfect human nature? Inſpire it 
with qualities which may contribute more to its: 
dignity, or to it's uſefulneſs? Can they put ſelf- 
government upon a more refined or improving. 
plan; enter more deeply into the inward receſles,, 
and firſt, conceptions of the ſoul; guard her in 
her thought; watch her infant defign ; regulates the 


ſprings and movements of the heart; lay. before it 
; A # EA Ly the, 


— * A 
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| the dangers of it's own ä or introduce © 


it with more tender feelings, more extenſive. be- 
- nevolence, into the wants and miſeries of ſociety? 
Can they, after all, invite us by more animating 
encouragement to our duty; quicken us with more 
exalted hopes; reſtrain us with more chilling fears; 
or reſt our behaviour on. more alarming ſanctions? 
Conſult natural religion upon each of theſe points, 
and you will ſoon ſee how ſhe hath erred in vi- 
fron, and flumbled in judgment. — A ppeal to ber for 

the. recompence of reward, and you will find her un- b 
provided with. an anſwer. She has little more than 

doubts, conjecture, and uncertainty to offer you. 
Attend her. through the ſweet and enchanting: ſcenes 
of FLAT or the diligent and philoſophic ſearches 
of TvLLY ;: ſhe has wiſhes, ſhe has dread; ſhe 
has pleas, ſhe has bluſhes upon this article; but 
ſtill * 5 and. 2 are round N ber. og 


"Hinds: fark 1 and 3 virtue is 
e cramped in her nobleſt object; and 
loſes the appearance of that far, which, in the ba- 
lient continuance of” well-deing, made her to e | 

With ee ge. 79. | 
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"Now the goſpel of Chriſt: pifells to eim pr 
Wand, and, indeed, diſtinctly enlarges upon theſe ſe- 
veral confiderations; abliſpec, Prengthens, ſettles them. 
IF: provides for bias happineſs, in. every perſonal 
and connected regard. It, moreover, diſcovers freſh 
and eternal ſources of it in that future inheritance, 2 
| which, under a ſtate of unaſſiſted reaſon, many 

e men have defired to ee, and Have not ſeen 

It cannot then but ſeem ſtrange, that the ex- 
3 information by it's doctrines, and the 
acknowledged purity of it's laws ſhould meet with 
r in return, but. indifference or ' bitterneſs. 


rial” Act * muſt ever own the obliga- 5 
tion upon every moral agent with bis mind, at leaſt, 
to ſerve the law of God; though with his fe Ja the 
law of fin. A conduct this, founded in nature, 
and uſually confirmed by fact. The moſt rude and 
barbarous ages of mankind have ever embraced 
with thankfulneſs the benevolence of -philoſophy 
which has attempted to purify their 'morals, and 
promote their united advantages.—Not ſo the fate 
* that which came 75 tv. fuſe” a eee 


| wüde perhaps, it will be alledged, 1 this is 1 

putting the chriſtian revelation upon it's real, at 

leaſt, upon it's modern footing of exception. You, 
however defective in your own obedience, are 
Ty $4 | IE ou 
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ready to pronou ice, that the 1 is YM . the 
commandment holy, and juſt and good. Neither would 
you much complain of it's ſeverities and reſtric- 
tions upon 'your conduct though, it be kept bound 
with chains' and in fetters; provided other grievances 
were removed. But the underſtanding is enſlaved; 
the free powers of the human mind are over · ruled; | 
their aſſent demanded to things above their con- 

ception, and ſeemingly repugnant. to their cleareſt 
and . beſt diſcernment.. Herein you - ſuppoſe may 
be ſufficient juſtification why many of Chriſt's diſs 
Ah go. 360 and walk”; 10 7 more with” bim. . 


bis, a a "ppg objection; it muſt ben re- 
; marked, equally wounds natural with revealed re- 
ligion. Each has it's | bidden co i/dem, and there are 
things hard 10 be underſtood in both. Should it, 
however, appear that obſcurities affecting tbe moſt 
material and eſſential tenets of the former are 
brought to light by the latter, here is a reaſon why 
the chriſtian. diſpenſation may find ſome favor in 
your fight: or, if the eternal obligations of morality 
upon man are thenee tab el upon better re 
| mijes, \ we truſt. SONG will Jorgive it this is., 


ö The remandem any ; Ra may. bh ad- 
- mitted with every circumſtance of ſtrength and 
. | Bj ͤ ]iVDᷣ advantage. 
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| advantage which it's warmeſt patron- would ths 


to give it. For the divine | Writers . themſelves, 


openly ! acknowledge that they Neat the wiſdon 4 . 


God in a myſtery. But they never thought this to 
be a proper ground why they ought to ae | 


their meſſage; or, why mankind ſhould be at li- 


nd hat” 77 eee War: r or receive . 
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1 The 0 ſubmits. to our belief. a Glen, 
of mercy, which now Is, and muſt ever remain, 
till the day. of judgment, of unfathomable aſto- 
niſhment to us all. But it produces atteſtation 


| framed upon the moſt plain and intelligible of all 
| principles, matters of fact, as the foundation of that 


belief. Compare it's evidence with it's other won- 
ders, and you will ſee that conviction may Faigly 


. ariſe in one inſtance; and v ſhould it be thought | 


4 thing incredible with you that it ſhall ariſe in all ? 


| Read it with cool attention, carefully examine it's 


entire harmony and correſpondence, not by detach- 


ed, - ſcattered: paſſages ; but collect che whole body 


thy joined. together, and compacted by that which every 
Joint fupplieth ; then will it be able to maintain it's 


own A ei "aug the J's man ne Uo inet 
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| This meafiire, überer 480 ebedle as mY "Ki, 


| ou e under A” 'general'i mputation of ſuſpected 


evidence. 
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eridence: For if it "bear neitnef' of igel, it's ue 


neſs ir not . true; Would you then apply a legal 
form to ſcreen an act of real injuſtice, in rejecting 
the only poſſible teſtimony: that can be obtained? 
Vou pronounce the myſteries of the goſpel to be in- 
explicable by reaſon, and, after that, do you expect 
that reaſon ſhould explain them? Tou ſtill urge it's 
poſitive claim of : enquiry in matters of religion. It 


is invited to ſearch, to examine, to judge of ze. — 


But what is it to arch, examine, and form it's judg- 
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ment upon? Eu e We which Are: above: 
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ſez - the ob; gation upon i it's 
affent UA it is. under he dominion, of one who 


18 higher than the higheſt. Every endowment we poſ- 


els, cometh from above, and, therefore, in the nature 


of 2 755 ee . e And if the © will the 
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The) at fatemtives 0b a e is to 5 att 
to thoſe diſcoveries'which; of « ourſelves, we are: not 
able to make; :otherwitez chere is no neceſſity for re- 
velatiom at all. On this aſſertion you Point outa'ſtrik- 


ing nnn Ia, it's articles of 
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Aaith, ie has not given” you hose clear notiees, and 
| that diſtinct information which you want. The light 
* that is in it, is darkneſs, The charge, ſtript of it's mur- 
ä mur, amounts to this, that a perfect being is poſſeſſed 
1 of a- ſpirit of ꝛiſdom and underſtanding which is 20 won- 
't =: g derfi ul ond _— for . 5 = Aa; unte an fo 
"hl it is #4 far fri ms denied ond he W 
bbc the deep .and ſecret. things, that this, among 
others, is an argument in ſupport of it's divine com- 
: miſſion. For it would have been much more liable 
to exception, had it brought nothing with it but what 
naturally fell within the compaſs of our own know 
ledge.— It cannot be ſuppoſed, but that a being, com- 
poſed of all excellence, muſt intimately underſtand the 
| properties of his own nature. Whatever manifeſtations 
of of it, therefore, he has graciouſly made to us, muſt be 
the true image of the invifible God ; perfectly recon- 
cileable with his immutability, and equally conſiſtent 
with all his perfections. This truth is immediately 
founded on his moral attributes. It reſts with you 
then to confider, Whether many difficulties which oc- 
cur in the New Teſtament are not ſuch ſolely becauſe 
their ſubjects are not imparted to us in their full ex- 
tent; and whether offences taken againſt them, when 
if ſeen through a glaſs darkly, may not be void of all pro- 
= i priety and juſtice, if applied to them when better ex- 
1 V e and a EE No impeachment, . how-' 
RT; | ever, 
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ever, can lie againſt invipite. wiſdom). that i it now gives 
us but partial declarations of what particularly; belongs ; 
to our future exiſtence; or, that it, by degrees, pre- 
pares the underſtanding (which is to abound. more and 
more an knowledge): for the. reception of thoſe e 5 
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Could For aſter all; "ba abi: to Actopptich the - 
great point you aim at, the right of with-holding 
your aſſent where the nature of the object is not ſub- 
mitted to the gage and capacity of your, compreheny . 
ſion; you, would give reaſon the moſt dangerous blow 
it has ever yet received. You then leave it nothing 
but a barren, negative, and hopeleſs office; to tell us 
that every thing is impenetrably dark and unintelligi- iy 
ble. All ſeience ſhrinks and recoils at this idea! the 
diſcouragement affecting the meaneſt production in the 
material, as well as the higheſt order in the ſpiritual 
claſs of beings... Nay, purſue it to its direct con- 
ſequence, and you may be enabled to diſpute the poſ- 
Ability of all exiſtences; from the cedar- tree that. 


n in Lebanon, even unto the ap 2 that t Arne! out 
f the wall. 


* 


war” 


| Further, let us enquire upon what. pretenſions - 
we preſume that the B of providence ought to, 
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7 tire and oppoſite natures in themſelyes | as cannot bs 


CöV—öꝛö . 


be explicitly ccounted for to it's creatures? This 
can be' neither eonſiſtent with our preſent condition, 
-with our' preſent dependence, or with that grace by 


which” dt "are what we are, All God's works 


both of nature and revelation as full of wonders. 


To think of obtaining preciſe and adequate notions of 


either, is, to think of ourſelves,, more highly than we 


ought fo think. The wiſh (except we could alter 


our een au is anreablabln; the N fruitleſs." 


ite as theſe Sr vam may appear; yer 
the truth that is in Jeſus by no means 'ſhews the 
taſt flight or diſreſpect to human reaſon; treats it 


with regard and tenderneſs; offers an evidence 
(which, in this caſe, is it' s firſt and proper concern) 


to the ſtricteſt canvas and cooleſt determination. 


Should it, in this inſtance, make it's report that it 


Bath diſcovered a proof intelligible, diſtinct, and de- 
eiſive; ; then is it far from being at your option whe- 
ther you receive the diſpenſation founded upon it, 


or not. For your behaviour {whether you hear, or 
whether you Forbear ) cannot make void an original ob- 


N upon you, as arationgly POO and 'moral 


It cannot but be obſervell; that the alles” 
of controverſy, often combines two, things of ſuch eng 


(kg 


| abject to "the fame laws of examination.” It bridge bs 
the whole of the chriſtian economy to be tried at 

the bar of reaſon. The credentials with which it in- 
ttoduced it's commiſſion, the purport 1d reſult of 


it's intention, are, unqueſtionably, matters to be j 


ged of man's judgment. But is it to call in nature to 
the ſearch of things that are out of nature? The 
original tranſgreſſion threw man entirely out of that 
ſtate in which he came perfect from the hands of his 
maker, Forfeited innocence and the loſs of the di- 
vine favor produced an havock and ruin, from which 
he could not extricate himſelf by his 0207! power or Bo- 
| Iimeſs. A ſhock this, at which all his faculties, and | 
all his endeavors ſtood confounded !! A recovery, if 
at all poffible, muſt be above the contrivance or effect 
of either. There muſt be an extraordinary exertion 
ol infinite wiſdom, and as ſuch, ſome thing” beyond 
dont reach of nate r e 717" 200m 
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againſt perde netter you have e realy found 
theſe in the goſpel, or whether yon have made them: 
Have you, from a curioſity once fatal to your nature, 
been. running to the tree of kiiowledge, for which there 
ſcems to be a ſtanding decree, that hu ſbalf not eat of 
it? Has God, in ſomée meaſure, admitted you to e 
the viſhon of the almighty, and have you, upon the weak 
4 15 of been intruding into 220 things whith 

7hon 


thou haſt not ſeen ?: ?:.. Or, what is worſe, * RO 
rejecting tbe teſtimony. / God, that. your faith. ſbould fland 
in the wiſdom of man; wantonly leading the pmphcity 
. that is in C bre/t into the wilderneſs of doubtful difputations, 
to be tempted gf cunningliy de viſed Fables? If you have 
invented embattaſſment by abſtracted reaſoning, and 
chaſed certain truths into the airy regions of metaphy- 
fieal ſubtilty, till you have loſt ſight, of them, and 
clouded even common ſenſe ; . /ee thou to that. Tbe 
goſpel, . under ſuch circumſtances, 1s neither anſwere 
able for. your, difficulties, nor, for your Philoſophy- | 
But look into the world, and you may perceive a diſ> 
Heartening fate often attending adventurers, who, io 
| religions enquiries, affect to. he ace above what is writs 
Zen They {et out with accounting for the divine 
mind. andi it's diſpenſations 1 to it's, creatures, certainly 
upon imperfect notions, perhaps upgn falſe concepy 
tions of both. The principles. they aſſume are of 


„ „ 


their own creation; and their deductions (we may 


appeal to daily mortality») a, a. vapour eee = 
arſe tine, a her. aniſbet | Iiega 


The goſpel hath dilcloled to you. US nature. « & the 
Deity, as far as it was neceſſary for it's own, purpoſes, 
and it's own duties. And herein every thing is upon 
a clear. conſiſtent, rational plan. Upon a ſubject 
© which no che hath ſen, neither could it enter into the heart 
1 man lo conceive; it could not fail but it muſt Nes 


you 


— 


; * 


C . 


you -1hy/ ien, Which it bas neither —— to'explain, 
nor given you encouragement to think, by your own 
ſearcbingt, you ſhall find out: and for this plain reaſon, 
becauſe you cannot bear tbem notw. But theſe are fo 
intimately blended and interwoven PET it's moral pre- 
oepts, and upon the evidence of revelation, ſo incon- 
teſtably bear the image and ſuperſeription of the ſame 
e that ue whole n ne or . together. 


101 


0 can beik no, bs ia 26jalitraſt the. 
Kaltes of reaſon with her powers nor is it to be 
thought that we therefore become her enemy, becauſe we 
tell ber the truth. She daily. diſcayers: degrees of ina- 
bility ; is often: foals in the meaneſt and moſt pitiful” 


ſtate of infirmity.— On the other hand, when he hath. 


been regularly brought up under tutors: and governors,. 
if her ideas are clear and diſtinct, their agreements or 
repugnancies evident and certain; | ſhe is, no doubt, 
well qualified to judge righteous judgment. But ſhe 
ought to be acquainted with her province and her 
ſtrength; for ſhe Bar bounds which ſhe ſhall not paſs 
And therefore, in the meridian of her pride, may bear 
to be told, ſhe is human. Some cautions of this kind 
ſhe will, probably receive, with a more favorable au- 
dience, if ſhe conſiders the hard and diſtracting bondage _ 
Vo 77 is a fo JO 5 ren NES bf 
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One ſet applies to hed: to eee all their bales: 
to deliver them. out of thoſe labyrinths and inconfiſt- 


encies into which à forwardneſs of diſpoſition, or the | 


folly of fignaliving a name, ay ave: deeply entangled 


them. Theſe teach her to treat the ſcriptures as ba- 
ving no authority. ſcarcely any meaning of their 
own. The cleareſt | paſſages! muſt comply with 
diſtocted applications; be thron into illuſion and 


allegory, or any thing but their true ſenſe; muſt- 


be arrayed in a gorgeous robe- of critical oftenta-- 
tion, / to/ illuſtrate ſome new conctit, ſome; tinſelled 


brilliancy of wit and learning in a parading writer; 
otherwiſe, be declared, loudly and without. reſerve. 


abſurdity and nonſenſe. And all thoſe. pious pains are 


taken out of pure compaſſion to the goſpel ;z to ſave. 
it ſrom thoſe reproaches which the obvious and natu- 


ral import of the expreſſion may draw from rb ſeat! 
F the ſcurner: and to cut off: occafion, from theſe "who i 


feek occaſion, to glory in the things: which concern their in- 
firmities. - But the tenden mercies 
For if the interpretation. of ſevipe  ſeriptarechoepmacs- the ſubject 


of ſome men are cruel. 


only of literary exerciſe, the wanton ſport of every. 
whimſical and heated imagination; it bas no longer 
we wa made e agg? hes Ss 0444 mph 


ada: party lake dieb nm; The feeble: 
Mn” hath, perhaps, juſt:iſtrength ſufficient (and a. 


| Little ſerves) to conceive a doubt; no effort of it's 
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own is able to relies; it from i it's perplexity, and there 
Is neither modeſty nor frankneſs i in it's nature. to con- | 
feſs it's poverty, or to ſeek aſſiſtance. It betakes it- 


elf therefore to the uſual and laſt retreat of ignorance : 
and obſtinacy ; | Aa filly confidence, or a fixed averſion. 
An original infirmity now. ſhoots up into the fond no- 


tion of ſuperior penetration. 1 hath, ſeemingly, 


diſtinguiſhed imperfection RES the generality. of 


"mankind thought themſelves in poſſeſſion of an eſta- 


bliſhed truth. Upon this perſuafion, enamoured of 1 it's 


FA ſelf- importance, it miſtakes it's own imaginations for 


real ohjections againſt the evidence and obligation of 
religion itſelf. —: Then hath Infidelity. eflabliſhed. it's 
Kingdom. Then adieu to every manly and laudable ex- 


ertion of the underſtanding! Adieu to thoſe. pleaſing 
and animating hopes, which an apoſtle, under the fim 
eſti image of dependence and ſecurity, deſcribes as the 


archor of the foul, both fure and I fieafaſe. The covenant- 


ed and certain terms of man's eternal happineſs now 
vaniſh into the flimſy theory of moral. beauty; fitnels, 


relations, and truth of things. Piety tranſplanted, in- 


to this ſoil,  fickens at the change. Here it hath no 
 deepneſe of earth; no longer i e with the dew . 
| beaven. It ſhall therefore be as an oak whoſe leaf. Ja * 
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rontempt may thew the unbelieyer the malignity . i 
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; weakneſs of his cauſe. Iti is his FG to attend to, and to- 
correct both. He may ſet an high value upon the force 
and ſagacity of his own reaſon; but as this is united 
to a moral nature, the culture of virtue, the diſeipline 

. of affections, and an entire regard to the whole inte- 

| tereſts of man, ought to ſtear and regulate it's pur- 
ſuits. Partiality leaves a defect in the human cbaract- 
er; and it muſt be from the affociated. vigor and con- 

currence of all our capacities, moral and. intellectual, 7 

that we gain the poffeſſion of an understanding heart. . 
Which, on the part of 25 enemy. of the croſs of. Chr! ift, 8 
can never ſuffer him to imagine, that, upon ſuperficial, 
or no examination, he is at liberty to deſpiſe what 
| | deſerves the moſt ſerious enquiry ;. and what profeſſes- 
| ebe everlaſting conſequence. It will not allow 
mim haſtily to ſuppoſe. that a religion which reſts it's 
Whole authority upon evidence, and ſolicits an afſent- | 
only upon proof; can. conceal an infidious. or falſe 
promiſe.— If he ſtarts at enthuſiaſm, this is certainly 
a ſhare which, every prudent. man wiſhes to avoid. 
But whilſt he ſhuns an impulſe which acts with the 
ſtubborneſs of that deaf”. and dumb. ſpirit, which often 
caſts men into the fire and into the water ; he ſhould know 
how to diſtinguiſh between intemperate heat, and firm 
conviction, A diſpaſſionate mind will weigh i impar- ; 
y the defence Wilk the railing accuſation. It 
will ſee that ſyſtem is as much applicable to one opin- 
ion a8 to o another: 1 For che mere name is innocent 15 
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x 8 3 1 is HUEY to mau 
lation from the purport of it's meſſage. It claims a 
divine original; it inculcates what is acknowledged 
"Ihe all to be of real uſe and inſtruction to mankind. 
be; at leaft, therefore deſerves the attention of thought, . 


Whilſt it ſpeaks forth the. words gf truth and. Joberneſt. . 
Ir brings with it a quality which may alſo aſſiſt us in 
dur cleareſt intuitions, for it ſoftens prejudice; ; which 
| in itſelf, has no real merit: the leaſt ſo, when actu- 
agated by wrong impreſſions, and maintained by perver- 
ſity of cavil. Nor can reafon derive any honor from } 
it's labours in contending againſt appearances of ſubs - *** 
7 js Kine: wiſdom, and conſummate e ; „ 


4 Sein if upon: ie f the neglaghd or pot y | 


5 ; PIES. ſtate of religion; he who is appointed it's imme» 


diate guardian, and to whom are commuted the oracle 


/ God; would know how. to make full prog of his mi» 19 1 0 


mftry : : His duty, in the ordinaty courſe. of things, 


| like that of his adverſary, may be drawn from the ſame 


ſtcource; an under ſtanuing beart. For he who firſt ob: 
__ » -tained the grant of it, and proved: it's value by along xd 
er perience; poſitively aſſerts it's virtue in this reſpectt. 
Diijeretion ſhall preſerve thee, underflanding ſhall keep thee, . 15 
Lo deliver thee from the 
. Heglerb froward things. — The minifter of Chrift in- 
|. +. Herits a commiſſion of diſcouraging aſpe& from its: 
1 eee 15 t in the world he nan _— nne . me 


way of the evil man, From. the man. 
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| And uncommon would be bis ſhare of i it, was he 
Sue to follow]: minutely, it's follies and conttadict- 
ons through all their weakneſſes and all their depravf hs 
ties. An extenſiof of: god will cowards nen WAl ever 
be the favorite with, and laboured endeavour of * 67. 
therly kindniſs. It is more peculiarly bis province 
hoſe character appoints him to be the light of HUG, = 
and whoſe office directs Kit to tuſn many unto rigbte- 
gig. But neither the one hor the other cbnfiſts in 
Aoating about queſtions and Atriſe of words,” The telaxed 
Nate of chriſtianity,” under the various polemical wri- 
tings which'are given us day by day, is, at leaſt, à pre- 
ſumptive argument that The true? ſpitir of it depends 
upon ſomething very different from he radiments of the 
world, which never reach the immediate ſeat of reli- 
gion. An underſtanding beuri "requires | more, materi- 
ally more, than the ſolution of doubts; or the tembval 
of. ſooupded. Obſtructioas more Agents ank les 
muſt be withdrawn; "indiſpoſitisns: of the 
- pin teſtoredy it's licentiouſneſs reſttaĩmed; it's vanity = 
ſubdued; it's moral- impurities [reformed # and the 
whole frame of the ſoul reducec cet temperamént i 
and compoſure wllich may fit it for the er of | 
thoſe mild groces/ and humble affetions} itt 
_ teriſtic: excellence” of a religion, cging down.. 
ons, and every high wits: that. exhalteth- * ye, if og 
eee v wy Opn : eg into 
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